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At Dunholme St Chad’s we aim for overall school 
attendance to be 96% or above. 

 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
We continue to work hard to ensure that all children at our school have access to a broad 
and balanced curriculum and enjoy a range of learning opportunities, within a supportive 
learning environment. It is, therefore, important for children to regularly attend school. 
 
Improving attendance, post COVID, is a priority for us and the government. The current 
national attendance figure is 94% which is classified as WEAK. In Lincolnshire, schools have 
a named member of the Senior Leadership Team responsible for attendance (the 
Attendance Champion) with the aim of working with families to secure Pre-COVID 
Attendance figures.  
 
Our school attendance team is: 
Karen Appleby, Attendance Champion  
Lynsey Honey responsible for accurate recording of attendance 
Debbie Tipping supporting families to overcome barriers which impact on punctually and /or 
attendance. 
Together, we track attendance figures on a weekly basis and actively work with families 
whose children need to regularly attend, in particular where there is no clear reason why 
attendance is impacted.   
 
 
To ensure we comply with legislation, attendance is monitored closely and reported to all 
parents at the end of term 2, 4 and 6. Any child whose attendance falls below our tracking 
threshold of 95% is flagged and discussed at our termly meetings to prevent attendance 
falling below 90%. The persistent absence threshold set by Government is 10%. This means 
that if a child’s attendance falls below 90%, at any point throughout the academic year, they 
will be classified as a persistent absentee, absent from school for 56 sessions (28 days). 
 
 
In school we promote the importance of good attendance, work ethic and resilience as part 
of our personal development curriculum.  
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These are some of the reasons attendance is impacted:  
 

• Illness including adherence to school policy ref no return for 48 hours after bouts of 
sickness or diarrhoea; 
 

• Medical appointments (when not possible to get appointments out of school hours); 
 

• Uncertainty that your child is fit enough for school (let us know if your child isn’t 100% 
or has had a disturbed or late night. We will contact you if we feel they are not well 
enough to complete the school day). 
 

• Punctuality, being late can result in not registering for the morning session, registers 
are closed at 9.20am (children who arrive at school after this time get a late (U) mark 
for the morning session); 
 

• Holidays in term time should be an exception, however, we recognise that many of our 
parents/carers are critical workers where there may be restrictions for taking holidays 
in school holiday periods. Parents/carers in these circumstances provide evidence 
from their employer and meet with the Attendance Champion if necessary when 
applying for an authorised absent. We request leave of absence forms to be handed 
to the school office at least 4 weeks prior to the holiday dates.  
 

• Exceptional circumstances, are authorised, and may include for example an event 
which is unlikely to be repeated, taking part in a religious event, or currently any events 
which were impacted by COVID where there is evidence these have had to be re-
scheduled in term time. 
 

• School reluctance, this may be a sign something is wrong, your child may be worried 
about something, and you need to bring it to our attention. 
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Guidance on illness 
There is a wealth of information provided by the NHS on their website but here are some key 
sources of information to help you decide when to bring your child into school and when to 
keep them at home: 
 
NHS Website: Is my child too ill for school? 
It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 
when they're unwell. 
 

There are government guidelines for schools and nurseries about managing specific 
infectious diseases at GOV.UK. These say when children should be kept off school and when 
they shouldn't. 
 
If you do keep your child at home, it's important to phone the school or nursery on the first 
day. Let them know that your child won't be in and give them the reason. 
If your child is well enough to go to school but has an infection that could be passed on, 
such as a cold sore or head lice, let their teacher know. 
 
Other illnesses 
Follow this advice if your child does not have coronavirus symptoms or they had a test and 
it was negative (they do not have coronavirus). 
 
Coughs and colds 
It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a 
fever, keep them off school until the fever goes. 
Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to wash their hands regularly. 
 
High temperature 
If your child has a high temperature, keep them off school until it goes away. 
 
Chickenpox 
If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all the spots have crusted over. 
This is usually about 5 days after the spots first appeared. 

 
Cold sores 
There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a cold sore. 
Encourage them not to touch the blister or kiss anyone while they have the cold sore, or to 
share things like cups and towels. 
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Conjunctivitis 
You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis. 
Do get advice from your pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash 
their hands regularly. 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Your child should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people if they 
have symptoms of COVID-19 and they either: 

• have a high temperature 
• do not feel well enough to go to school or do their normal activities 

If they have mild symptoms and they feel well enough, they can still go to school. 
 
Ear infection 
If your child has an ear infection and a high temperature or severe earache, keep them off 
school until they're feeling better or their high temperature goes away. 
 
Hand, foot and mouth disease 
If your child has hand, foot and mouth disease but seems well enough to go to school, 
there's no need to keep them off. 
Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues straight away and to wash their hands 
regularly. 
 
Head lice and nits 
There's no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice. 
You can treat head lice and nits without seeing a GP. 
 
Impetigo 
If your child has impetigo, they'll need treatment from a GP, often with antibiotics. 
Keep them off school until all the sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours after 
they start antibiotic treatment. 
Encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and not to share things like towels and 
cups with other children at school. 
 
Ringworm 
If your child has ringworm, see your pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which case you 
should see a GP. 
It's fine for your child to go to school once they have started treatment. 
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Scarlet fever 
If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need treatment with antibiotics from a GP. Otherwise 
they'll be infectious for 2 to 3 weeks. 
Your child can go back to school 24 hours after starting antibiotics. 
 
Slapped cheek syndrome (fifth disease) 
You don't need to keep your child off school if they have slapped cheek syndrome, because 
once the rash appears, they're no longer infectious. 
If you suspect your child has slapped cheek syndrome, take them to see a GP and let their 
school know if they're diagnosed with it. 
 
Sore throat 
You can still send your child to school if they have a sore throat. But if they also have a high 
temperature, they should stay at home until it goes away. 
A sore throat and a high temperature can be symptoms of tonsillitis. 
 
Threadworms 
You don't need to keep your child off school if they have threadworms. 
Speak to your pharmacist, who can recommend a treatment. 
 
Vomiting and diarrhoea 
Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school until they have not been 
sick or had diarrhoea for at least 2 days (48 hours). 
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Guidance Chart on different types of illness: 
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Monitoring, Tracking and Analysing Attendance 
It is the school’s responsibility to monitor, track, analyse and report overall attendance to the 
Governing Body, and inform parents/carers of their child’s attendance figure. In addition, 
attendance data is set out in published data reports. 
However, reporting attendance can be misleading and it is important to understand what the 
percentage means in terms of days of lost learning. Lost learning impacts on your child’s life 
chances.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Working Together 
By working together, we can improve attendance to give your child the best possible 
opportunities. We understand life is not always easy and we are here to support families. We 
recognise a few odd days off school can soon add up and impact on children. Being late and 
unprepared, missing out on social time, can impact us all, whoever we are, and children are 
impacted in the same way.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wihXQg_oe6U 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact school, to talk to your child’s teacher and/or the attendance 
team, if you have any concerns regarding your child’s attendance or need support. Let’s work 
together to promote the importance of attending school and celebrating coming to school. 

 
 

Karen Appleby: Attendance Champion/ 
Headteacher 

Karen.Appleby@dunholme.lincs.sch.uk 

Debbie Tipping: Attendance Support Debbie.tipping@dunholme.lincs.sch.uk 
Lynsey Honey: Attendance Officer Lynsey.honey@dunholme.lincs.sch.uk 
School Office  Dunholmestchads@dunholme.lincs.sch.uk 

 


