
Appendix 6 – Non-Negotiables in Writing 

Each year group must ensure that all children use the non-negotiables from their list as well as the 
list in year groups below so children begin to confidently apply in their writing. These are displayed 
in each classroom and are referred to during teaching.  

Year 1 Finger spaces 
Year 2 Capital letters 

Full stops 
Finger spaces 

Year 3 Capital letters 
Full stops 
Finger spaces  
Consistent tense  

Year 4 Capital letters 
Full stops 
Finger spaces  
Consistent tense  
Paragraphs 
Apostrophes for contraction 

Year 5 Capital letters 
Full stops 
Finger spaces  
Consistent tense  
Paragraphs 
Apostrophes for contraction 
Commas for adverbials 

Year 6 Capital letters 
Full stops 
Finger spaces 
Consistent tense  
Paragraphs 
Apostrophes for contraction 
Commas for adverbials 
Commas for clauses 

 


